Intracrinology and the local enzymatic control of hormone distribution and metabolism: dehydroepiandrosterone does not just act as a prohormone for androgens and estrogens.
The study of subcellular environments for the interaction of biomolecules and observations of certain features of hormone actions have nourished the concept of 'intracrinology', which describes hormone actions within a singular cell, in contrast to the well-described autocrine, paracrine and endocrine fashion. Synthesis and metabolism of DHEA make it a likely candidate for intracrine actions in target tissues. Recent experimental findings are reviewed in this context.